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This booklet is dedicated to all the Cobham Landscape 
Detectives who have contributed to this project. 
Their involvement from day one has led to numerous 
discoveries across the Cobham area. Some came for 
a day, some for a week, some were involved for three 
and a half years! The success of the project is due 
to their enthusiasm, diligence, good humour and 
professionalism. 

I would also like to thank all the project partners and 
stakeholders involved. The National Trust for permission 
to work in Cobham Woods and at Owletts; the 
Woodland Trust for permission to work in Ashenbank 
Woods; the Forestry Commission for permission to 
work at Jeskyns Farm. We could not run projects 
without our base at Shorne Woods Country Park and 
the fantastic team there who have accommodated us 
for many years. 

I am indebted to the villagers of Cobham who have 
welcomed us into their gardens and allowed us to dig 
holes across the village. Thanks to the Darnley Arms 
for allowing us to dig up their pub garden during 
the summer of 2017. Cobham Parish Council were 
also instrumental in this, under the chairmanship of 
Rosemary Dymond. John Jackson has kindly given 
us access to many of his fields, which we have criss-
crossed in search of pottery and flints that will tell us 
more about those who came before us.

We have visited several schools during the project, 
but I must thank Cobham Primary, with many happy 
memories of the Big Dig we ran on their playing 
fields, Riverview Primary for all the fantastic walks and 
Cobham Hall for the access to the landscape around 
the Hall. Gravesham Borough Council also kindly gave 
us permission to survey West Park.

Throughout the project we have involved members 
of the North Downs Young Archaeologists Club and 
neighbouring Bexley Young Archaeologists Club. A big 
thank you to all YACs and parents who have taken part 
and become Landscape Detectives.

Finally, Cobham Landscape Detectives would not have 
been possible without National Lottery Heritage Fund 
support. A big thank you to all Lottery players out there! 

Andrew, Cobham Landscape Detective.

North Downs Young Archaeologists at Cobham Mausoleum
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Did you know?
•	 There is a 2000-year-old Iron Age 

to Roman rural settlement under 
the fields at Owletts and  
Jeskyns Farm

•	 That Cobham has its own  
Roman villa, in the grounds of 
Cobham Hall

•	 The village of Cobham now dates 
back over 800 years with the 
discovery of 12th century pottery 
in the village

•	 That Cobham village was 
surrounded by FIVE medieval 
manors

•	 Near the Mausoleum was a 
cottage for the estate, the footings 
of which still survive!

You can explore!
•	 A mound in Ashenbank woods 

that could be a Bronze Age 
barrow, dating back over  
4000 years

•	 An ancient routeway that leads 
from Cobham to Strood and may 
be Saxon in date, if not earlier…

•	 Lost medieval field systems in 
Cobham Woods

•	 Ancient oak trees in Cobham 
Woods that are over 500 years old

•	 The site of Randall Manor in 
Shorne Woods Country Park

•	 Giant chestnut trees in Ashenbank 
Woods

•	 Traces of clay, gravel and chalk 
quarries that dot the landscape

•	 Twentieth century military camps 
in Ashenbank and Shorne Woods 
that were also lived in by families 
after the Second World War

WHAT IS

Cobham Landscape Detectives has been a three-year, 
lottery funded community archaeology project, that aimed 
to explore the Parish of Cobham and beyond!

This booklet details some of the discoveries we have 
made and the history we have uncovered. It will take a 
chronological approach, beginning in Prehistory and 
ending with the World War Two military camps that still dot 
the landscape.

We want you to read this booklet and feel inspired to get 
involved, go outdoors and explore the landscape for 
yourselves!

Cobham

Detectives
LANDSCAPE
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GET IN TOUCH!
Visit shornewoodsarchaeology.co.uk
or our facebook page ArchaeologyinKent
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What is LiDAR?

LiDAR stands for Light Detection and Ranging

It is an aerial survey technique that uses lasers to produce detailed maps of the ground, showing every lump and bump. It can also reveal landscape features 
hidden in and under woodland.

This is a LIDAR image of Shorne Woods Country Park, without trees! What features can you spot?

Image caption:  

Image copyright Forest Research, based on Cambridge University Technical Services and Valley of Visions Survey data

What is LiDAR?
LiDAR stands for Light Detection and Ranging

It is an aerial survey technique that uses lasers to 
produce detailed maps of the ground, showing every 
lump and bump. It can also reveal landscape features 
hidden in and under woodland.

This is a LIDAR image of Shorne Woods Country Park, 
without trees! What features can you spot?

Image copyright Forest Research, based on Cambridge University 
Technical Services and Valley of Visions Survey data
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In 2005 Lyn Palmer became the Community Archaeologist for the Lottery funded 
Shorne Woods Heritage Project. She sought volunteers for heritage projects at 
the Park. Fifteen years on and a community of archaeology volunteers, many of 
whom Lyn recruited (including the author), continue to deliver projects across the 
Shorne and Cobham landscape. We now refer to ourselves as the Shorne Woods 
Archaeology Group. 

Early work focused on the Second World War RAF camp in the south west corner of 
the park (1 on the LiDAR map opposite), an enigmatic mound on the Heath (at 2 on 
the map opposite) and an Army camp in the north east corner of the Park (at 3 on 
the map opposite). A highlight of every summer between 2006 and 2015 were the 
community excavations at Randall Manor (at 4 on the map opposite). The seven-
hundred-year-old footings of a complex of buildings belonging to the de Cobhams 
of Randall were revealed. The site was rich in finds, including pottery, metalwork, 
animal bone and shell, not to mention the ubiquitous Kentish peg rooftile! A piece 
of medieval Syrian drinking glass was also recovered and two complete floor tiles. 
The pond system associated with the manor was also explored (at 5 on the map 
opposite)

In 2009, I took over from Lyn and one of the first projects organised was a fieldwalk 
of the Burnett (at 6 on the map opposite). The Burnett is the name for the area 
running along the western edge of the Park. It had recently been cleared of invasive 
rhododendron. We quickly identified an important Mesolithic site, with flint finds 
that were over 8,000 years old. These finds led to the volunteers developing 
a specialism in identifying worked flint and indeed to start flint knapping for 
themselves! Many test pits later the volunteers continue to explore the archaeology 
of the Park. In 2011 the results of a LiDAR survey enabled us to explore key 
landscape features across the site, using the LiDAR results as a map. Some of the 
features were swiftly identified as modern and associated with the Second World 

War use of the park and the clayworks, which removed a 100ft hill of clay! (at 7 on 
the map opposite). Others were much older and shown by association to be part of 
the medieval manorial landscape (at 8 on the map opposite). Much of our work was 
supported by Roger Cockett’s detailed historical research. We also worked outside 
the Park, examining an Army camp nearby that had been hit by a V1 flying bomb. 
Through our work on the military camps we collected the memories of people who 
squatted in the camps post World War Two.

One of the features re-examined in the Park was the mound on the heath. Originally 
identified as a possible bronze age barrow (or burial mound), archaeological work 
co-directed by Trevor Bent and Richard Taylor demonstrated that it was in fact a 
windmill mound. The surrounding area of the heath had been scraped up into a 
mound and deposited over the crossbeams of a medieval post mill. Another new 
feature identified was the air raid shelter for the clay pit workers.

Alongside the archaeological discoveries the group has organised a wide range 
of outreach events, including many Park Archaeology Open Days and exhibitions. 
Every summer we welcomed school groups from the surrounding area to join us on 
the Manor dig. We also gave many walks and talks on our discoveries. If you visit the 
Park, pick up a leaflet and follow the Heritage Trail around the site.

The enthusiasm generated for the archaeology and history of the Park led us on to 
develop a new project, Cobham Landscape Detectives.

Andrew, Shorne Woods Archaeology Group.

Where it all began… 
SHORNE WOODS Country Park
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The term Prehistory refers to the huge period of 
time before Britain becomes part of the Roman 
Empire in AD43. Throughout the hundreds of 
thousands of years known as the Palaeolithic 
or ‘Old Stone Age’ our human ancestors have 
visited this landscape periodically. More 
permanent settlement begins in the Mesolithic 
or ‘middle stone age’ some 12,000 years ago. 
The scene at Ranscombe (on page 10) shows a 
Mesolithic camp on the hillside above the River 
Medway at Cuxton. We have also identified 
several Mesolithic sites at Shorne Woods 
Country Park. 

In the Neolithic period from 6,000 to 4,500 
years ago, we see the construction of a series 
of long barrows in the Medway Valley, Kits 
Coty being perhaps the most famous site. We 
have yet to record substantial evidence for the 
Neolithic in the Cobham landscape, although 
we do have a number of flint tool finds from 
Shorne Woods Country Park and the wider 
landscape. By the Bronze Age, over 4,000 years 
ago, we are seeing a wider range of settlement 
evidence and features, recorded along the 
route of the Channel Tunnel rail link and on the 
Golf course at Cobham. Much of the flintwork 
we have picked up from the fields around 
Cobham probably dates to the later Mesolithic 
through to Bronze Age.

The PREHISTORIC landscape

Photos courtesy of Frank Beresford

Amazing flint finds from Cuxton

To the south of the Cobham Landscape is a dry valley, 
where in the distant past the Luddesdown River once 
entered the Medway from the west at Cuxton. Cuxton 
is the site of prolific Palaeolithic finds in the grounds 
of Cuxton Rectory, just above the River Medway, 
that date back over 300,000 years! The site was first 
identified in 1889 by George Payne but it was not 
until the 1960s that the importance of the site was 
fully recognised. In 1965, Peter Tester recovered 210 
handaxes from three small test pits, as well as cleavers, 
numerous cores, flake-tools and waste flakes. The finds 
came from a thin bed of river gravel close beneath 
the ground surface. Further work took place in the 
1980s on the opposite side of Rochester Road. Closer 
attention was paid to the river gravel that contained 
the artefacts and analysis confirmed it was laid down 

by the Medway. This demonstrated the shifting course 
of the river within the valley. In 2006 two small test 
pits were dug on the Rochester Road, as part of the 
Aggregates Levy Medway Valley Palaeolithic Project. 
About 60cm down, the sands came down onto a more 
gravelly layer. As this level was being reached, the butt 
of a large handaxe was revealed in the bottom of the 
trench. Upon retrieval, the handaxe was found to be 
an enormous Ficron, over 30cm long, making it the 
second longest handaxe known in Britain! Another 
giant handaxe, this time a cleaver 18cm by 13cm 
in size was also found. The workmanship of both 
artefacts was very fine. Preliminary dating indicated 
a final Lower Palaeolithic date, between 200,000 
and 300,000 years ago for the site.  Frank, Cobham 
Landscape Detective

AN INCREDIBLE FIND AT CUXTON RECTORY
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Photos courtesy of Dave May

Mesolithic flints from Ranscombe

From the fields there have been approaching 400 items. With the exception of the 
Upper Palaeolithic these range from the Lower Palaeolithic through to the Bronze 
Age. Palaeolithic artefacts whilst mainly flakes include several tools, an example of 
which is a Middle Palaeolithic hand axe. 

Amongst the woodland, random finds have been made of both flakes and tools 
together with five sites of worked flints, of which two have been investigated by 
test pits. 

The largest and most important of these woodland sites is situated at c.115 metre 
contour, commanding a good view of the river Medway as it passes through the 
Medway gap. Whilst, predominantly Mesolithic, some of the flints are diagnostic 
of the Neolithic and Bronze Ages and several possibly date to the Palaeolithic. This 
prominent site situation probably explains the considerable axe manufacture and 
re-sharpening together with an abundance of recovered tools relating to both 
domestic and hunting activities. 

Amongst the nearly 14000 recovered pieces from various stages of working it has 
been possible to undertake the re-fitting or partial re-assembly of the flints with 
considerable success. This involves 165 groups comprising 435 individual flints or 
over 3% of the total from this site which could be a UK, European or even a world 
record for a Mesolithic site. 

Clearly, compared to other UK Mesolithic sites the very high number of re-fitting 
groups is a distinctive feature, which with the range and quantity of recovered 
artefacts make Ranscombe a regionally, if not nationally, significant site.

Dave May, Ranscombe Reserve volunteer and Angela Muthana, Maidstone Museum

Prehistoric finds at the Ranscombe Farm nature 
reserve come from both fields and woodland, the 
boundaries of which pre-date 1640...

PREHISTORIC DISCOVERIES AT RANSCOMBE
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A Mesolithic scene at Ranscombe
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1 Bluebell Hill

2 The River Medway, perhaps wider and 
shallower in the Mesolithic

3
Flintknapping taking place, a 
hammerstone is being used to remove 
flint flakes from a lump of flint

4
Although there is no evidence for such 
headdresses from Ranscombe, there are 
examples from the Mesolithic site of Star 
Carr in Yorkshire

5 Three completed flint adzes, also known 
as Thames picks

6 Woodworking, using the flint tools 
produced

7
Tapping resin from a pine tree, we know 
pine trees were more common in the 
southeast during the Mesolithic

8
Debitage, the waste material produced 
by flintknapping and what we are most 
likely to find!

Artwork courtesy of Heron Recreations

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

What other activities can you see in our reconstruction?
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Where do I take my piece of flint, if I want to find out more?
You can start by comparing your flint to other examples on the Portable Antiquities 
Scheme (PAS) website at www.finds.org.uk 

Kent has a PAS officer, known as a Finds Liaison Officer or FLO who you can contact 
through the website, about the flint you are finding. They may want to record pieces 
for the national database.

Talk to your local archaeology group, such as the Shorne Woods Archaeology Group, 
based at Shorne Woods Country Park www.shornewoodsarchaeology.co.uk

Talk to the Historic Environment Record team at Kent County Council,  
see www.kent.gov.uk/her 

Contact the Kent Archaeological Society at www.kentarchaeology.org.uk/

PREHISTORY: what can you see in the Landscape?
How do I know if I have found a piece of prehistoric 
flintwork?
If you walk across the Cobham landscape, you could find your own piece of prehistoric 
flintwork. Even after thousands of years, they can still be found on the surface! (see for 
reference the flint ID drawing bottom right of page). There are several ways to tell if 
the piece of flint you have picked up is prehistoric in date:

•	Knapped flint will often have a small bulb on one end where the flint was struck, 
which you can feel under your finger as a small lump!

•	 Some knapped flint will have percussion rings, rippling out from the bulb and 
looking like the ripples you see on a pond

•	Most knapped flint will have a striking platform, a small flat edge, where the flint has 
been struck

•	Knapped flint is often slightly curved, where the piece or ‘flake’ has been taken off the 
main block of flint, called the ‘core’

•	 Some knapped flint will show signs of being reworked, often looking like nibbling 
along an edge, a process called ‘retouching’

•	Knapped flint will often have a patina and look smooth or glossy. If it is very rough, it 
may have only been struck recently

The flints illustrated on this page have come from the Mesolithic site in Shorne 
Woods Country Park (see opposite). If you follow the Heritage Trail around the Park, 
you will pass the site as you walk along the old Darnley carriage drive on the western 
edge of the park.

This flint is a late Neolithic or Bronze Age scraper, 
from Shorne Woods Country Park, used for 
scraping hides (the photo shows both sides).  
Photo courtesy of  Ruiha Smalley

This flint is a Mesolithic Horsham point style 
microlith, it would have been hafted on a 
spear and used for hunting (the photo shows 
both sides). Photo courtesy of Ruiha Smalley.

Point of impact Striking 
platform Reverse side showing where flakes have been removed

Bulb of 
Percussion

Bulbar Scar

Smooth surface

Ripples
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This photo shows Cobham Landscape Detectives standing on a possible Bronze Age barrow. 
If you visit Ashenbank Woods, you can explore this monument for yourself. If it is Bronze Age, 
it is the only surviving upstanding monument of this period in the Cobham landscape.

I’ve helped lead the investigation of Prehistoric sites in Shorne Woods Country 
Park. We have identified two Mesolithic sites and several areas where people have 
stopped and knapped flint in the past.

The number of Mesolithic sites known nationally does not reflect the actual 
number, as there is no evidence above ground and sites are usually found by 
accident.

The Burnett site was only discovered after the invasive rhododendrons were 
‘grubbed out’ and pieces of worked flint were found on the disturbed surface.

40 one metre square test pits were dug and over 2,400 flint pieces found. The 
total area of the Burnett covers some 2,500 square metres so it is possible that 
there are over 150,000 flint pieces on the site!

Amongst the finds there were 10 microliths (hafted on arrows or spears and 
used for hunting) of varying styles which have been looked at and identified, 
confirming that the site could have been used for several hundred years.

The site at the Ranscombe Reserve in Cuxton has a large number of primary 
flakes (the first flakes taken off before making tools) whereas Shorne has a large 
number of smaller secondary and tertiary flakes (the flakes taken off when 
making the finished tool).

Does this mean that Shorne could have been a ‘satellite’ site to Cuxton? We may 
never know but as we identify new sites, questions will be answered and the 
importance of the Ranscombe and Shorne sites will become more apparent

Trevor, Cobham Landscape Detective

THE IMPORTANCE OF ‘THE BURNETT’ MESOLITHIC SITE
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An Iron Age scene at Owletts
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1 A small iron age furnace, smelting iron

2 Working the bellows for the furnace

3 Preparing the iron ore, by roasting it

4 Preparing charcoal for the furnace

5 The waste or slag from the furnace, 
being thrown into a ditch

6 The late iron age to Roman settlement 
at Owletts and Jeskyns

7
Shorne Hill (the hill has now been 
quarried away from Shorne Woods 
Country Park)

Artwork courtesy of Heron Recreations
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The Iron Age in Britain starts in the 8th 
century BC, nearly 3000 years ago! It is 
the period at the end of British prehistory, 
preceding the Roman invasion of Britain in 
the first century AD. The Romans had visited 
Britain twice in the first century BC with 
Julius Caesar, but despite marching through 
Kent, they did not come to stay for another 
hundred years!

Finding the Iron Age to Roman site at Owletts 
was a fantastic and unexpected discovery! 
We were working with the National Trust 
to survey the fields at Owletts and located 
the site on the first day of our geophysical 
survey! Having identified a rectangular 
feature on the results, we were allowed to 
dig a few test pits to investigate further. 
Although digging through a heatwave is not 
to be recommended, we persevered and 
under a thick layer of clay began to identify 
archaeological features. The ditches that we 
excavated were full of pottery that dated 
from the late Iron Age, all the way through 
to the end of the Roman period. We also 
identified evidence for ironworking on site in 
the form of slag, or the waste product from 
the process.

You can see the site for yourselves if you visit 
the National Trust house at Owletts. Walk out 
across the fields behind the house and head 
for the top right field. Although filled in (to 

preserve the site), you will be walking over a 
two thousand-year-old settlement. We know 
from work carried out by the Canterbury 
Archaeological Trust that this settlement also 
extends across Jeskyns Farm. Our illustration 
shows the scene you may have seen standing 
on the low ridge at Owletts and looking 
north. A series of enclosures containing 
settlement and industrial activities. As your 
eye reaches the horizon, you may have 
seen people walking along the precursor 
to Watling Street and to the northeast you 
would have observed the hill in Shorne 
Woods Country park, now quarried away.

The IRON AGE: what can you see in  
the Landscape?

Cobham Landscape Detective Pauline hard at work at the site at Owletts, 
excavating one of the Iron Age ditches (aerial view courtesy of Dean Barkley).

A sherd of late Iron Age 
pottery, known as gallo 
belgic ware and dating to 
the first century BC.
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The ROMANS: what can you see in  
the Landscape?
The Roman period lasts from AD43 to AD410. Although 
this is almost two thousand years ago, the changes to 
the landscape can still be seen. Most visible of these is 
the A2, or Watling Street. Much enlarged over the past 
hundred years, this road connected London to Rochester, 
Canterbury and Dover. It is probable that the Romans 
improved an older prehistoric route. Excavations at 
Springhead, to the west of Gravesend, uncovered a series 
of Roman roads. Not paved as the classic examples in 
Italy, but wide, deep bands of compacted gravels. In 
the illustration on the following pages you can see this 
road in use, with pottery being transported down to the 
Roman bridge crossing the Medway at Rochester. 

To the south of the A2 is the Roman villa, in the grounds 
of Cobham Hall (see image). Discovered by chance in the 
1950s, the excavations revealed a single building with 
adjoining bathhouse. A barn sat separately to the west 
of the main building and a well, further west again. The 
illustration on the following pages shows the buildings 
in some detail. There is nothing to see of the Villa above 
ground, but if you visit the Hall on one of its open days 
you will pass the Villa field on the garden tour. Maidstone 
Museum holds the finds from the excavations.

If you walk across the fields south of Cobham village 
(make sure you have permission first!), you may find 
evidence for Roman activity (in the form of pottery). Our 
work in Cobham village has uncovered only one sherd of 
Roman pottery. This leads us to suspect that the Romans 
did not settle where the village is now, preferring the 
ridge above Cobham Hall; the land to the west of the 
village centred on Owletts and the valley to the south of 
the village.

The Villa field at Cobham Hall, looking south (aerial view courtesy of Dean Barkley).

Where do I take my piece of pottery, if I want to find out more?
You can start by comparing your pottery sherd to other examples on the Portable Antiquities Scheme (PAS) 
website at www.finds.org.uk 

Kent has a PAS officer, known as a Finds Liaison Officer or FLO who you can contact through the website, 
about the pottery you are finding. They may want to record pieces for the national database.

Talk to your local archaeology group, such as the Shorne Woods Archaeology Group, based at Shorne 
Woods Country Park www.shornewoodsarchaeology.co.uk

Talk to the Historic Environment Record team at Kent County Council, see www.kent.gov.uk/her 

Contact the Kent Archaeological Society at www.kentarchaeology.org.uk/
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Cobham Roman Villa, view looking south
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1 Cobham Roman Villa, main building, 
with bathhouse to the east 

2 Cobham Roman Villa, barn building

3 Cobham Roman Villa, wooden well

4 Roman pottery on its way to market in 
Rochester

5 Fields being tended north of the Villa

6 The ridge leading up to the Mausoleum 
(not built for another 1700 years!)

7 The road, built of compacted gravels, 
with roadside drainage ditches

Artwork courtesy of Heron Recreations
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BOUNDS OF MEOPHAM 
These are the estate boundaries at Meopham: 

On the south and on the westward [point], the seat. 

Then north from the seat to nettle’s place to the stone.

Then north, right on along the ridge, to Hrethel’s place  
[or ‘hurdle’s place’]. 

Then onwards from there to fern wood’s gate. 

Then north thence to Cobham’s boundary. 

Then east, straight to hart-field gate. 

From the gate east and south [i.e., south-east] to Hlud’s  
hill [or ‘barrow’]. 

From the hill [or ‘barrow’] onwards along the boundary to 
the bald stump. From there south to the black-mere gate. 

Then south from there to the crest, in front to the east of 
Ecgulf’s seat; west along the crest back towards the seat.

The HUNT for the Saxons?

In AD939, an Anglo-Saxon charter was drawn up detailing the bounds (or 
limits) to the Saxon estate of Meopham. This estate bordered an estate at 
Cobham, referred to as Cobba hammes. Taking our inspiration from this 
Charter, we decided to look for evidence of this Saxon estate. Although 
many of the place names mentioned are hard to locate on a modern 
map, we know that the Charter refers to an area of land enclosed by 
the A227 to the west, Cobham to the north and the ridge of the North 
Downs (above Birling) to the south. The charter is written out in full 
below, with thanks to Cobham Landscape Detective Roger Cockett for 
his work on the document. Source for the document is the King’s College 
London “Electronic Sawyer” website.

North Downs YACs hard at work hunting for the Saxons!
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Despite digging test pits across the landscape in our 
search for Cobba Hammes, we only identified Saxon 
pottery at one site. Not in the village as we had hoped, 
but far to the east in Cobham Woods! 

Whilst working with the National Trust we were granted 
permission to dig a couple of trenches across an old 
hollow way. This was once the main thoroughfare 
connecting Cobham village down to the River Medway 
at Strood. The Street in Cobham and Lodge Lane are 
part of the same route. We suspected that the hollow 
way was medieval in origin. Research showed that the 
Cobham Woods end of the route was closed by an Act 
of Parliament in 1745. 

The LiDAR image shows the sunken road in Cobham 
Woods (see image). During our dig we uncovered (see 
image) the metalled surface of the old road, you could 
even see the wheel ruts in the track! To our surprise we 
found Saxon pottery in the soil above the road surface, 
dating to the period AD 850 to AD950. We also recorded 
prehistoric flintwork from the site, that could suggest an 
even earlier origin for our trackway?

You can still visit the hollow way today. Take the path to 
Cobham Woods from the Lodge (at the end of Lodge 
Lane). Cross the cattle grid at the edge of the Woods. As 
you walk up towards the Mausoleum, the hollow way 
runs parallel with the path for a while on your left-hand 
side. 

You can also follow several other hollow ways across 
the landscape. One heads north from Cobham Village 
to Ashenbank and another connects Shorne Woods 
Country Park to the Shorne Ifield road.

The SAXON Hollow Way

The metalled surface of our Saxon trackway

 LiDAR image showing the route of the old trackway (running 
middle left to top right) 

Image copyright Forest Research, based on Cambridge University 
Technical Services and Valley of Visions Survey data
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Cobham Parish in c.AD1300 (looking southwest)
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1 Site of Cobham Manor  
(present Cobham Hall)

2 Randall Manor  
(in Shorne Woods Country Park)

3 Windmill on the hill north of  
Cobham Hall

4 Site of Cobham Villa  
(being stone robbed)

5 Lodge Lane

6 Site of Cobhambury Manor

7 Cobham village with Vyaundes 
Manor to the South

8 Windmill on Ashenbank hill,  
on the Barrow

9 Windmill on the heath in  
Shorne Woods Country Park

10 Site of North Court Manor

11 Site of Henhurst Manor

12 Watling Street

Artwork courtesy of Heron Recreations
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The MEDIEVAL manors of Cobham

Although our Hunt for the Saxons has yet to reveal 
the location of the Saxon estate referenced in the 
charter, we set ourselves another challenge! Could we 
identify the location of the five medieval manors that 
once surrounded Cobham village? Each manor was a 
farm estate which controlled its own affairs and some 
included smaller farms. Tenants attended the manor’s 
courts to settle disputes. The painting on the previous 
pages illustrates how the medieval landscape may 
have looked. Our historian Roger Cockett has written a 
short biography of each Manor…

COBHAM MANOR
Originally just one manor amongst the five, though 
the largest one. Its lands were in the eastern half of 
the parish where the Park of Cobham Hall is now, 
with the buildings probably located where the Hall 
is. This manor is not in Domesday Book, though 
Cobham church was recorded by c.AD1080. If the 
manor existed in Saxon times it may have been part 
of the large estate also covering Hoo and Shorne 
parishes which was recovered from Bishop Odo of 
Bayeux after his arrest in AD1082. In AD1157 this 
estate was assigned to William, younger brother of 
Henry I, but was split up after Prince William’s death 
in AD1164.

Cobham manor was granted to the Norman 
Quatremere family; they sub-let it to Henry de Cobham 
in AD1202 who had built a substantial manor house by 

his death in AD1239. By AD1300, the manor comprised 
575 acres with a further 557 acres let to tenants.  Five 
generations of Cobhams followed Henry, all active 
in politics, until the male line died out. Henry’s great 
grandson, another Henry, was created 1st baron 
Cobham. John 3rd baron Cobham, built Cobham 
College for chantry priests in AD1362, Cooling Castle 
in AD1381 and Rochester Bridge in AD1383, as well 
as enlarging Cobham church. He demolished the old 
Cobham Hall manor house in AD1396 and would 
probably have rebuilt it, but a dispute with the king 

led to temporary confiscation of his estates. John’s 
daughter died in his lifetime, but her daughter Joan 
became 4th baroness Cobham. She married five 
husbands but only her daughter Joan survived her and 
became 5th baroness Cobham. 

This last Joan Cobham married Sir Thomas Brooke 
of Dorset and their son Edward Brooke became 6th 
baron Cobham, who moved back to Kent in AD1449. 
Rebuilding of Cobham Hall then began; recent 
excavations in the east courtyard found massive 
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View of Cobham village, showing 
Church and College, looking 

towards Cobhambury.  
Courtesy Dean Barkley.



foundations of a large house of cAD1450. This house 
only lasted until the mid-16th century when work 
started on the present buildings around the east 
courtyard. William Brooke, 10th baron Cobham began 
building the present Cobham Hall in AD1584 but only 
completed the north and south wings in his lifetime. 
Henry Brooke, 11th baron was implicated in a plot 
against King James 1 and was imprisoned in 1605. 
The manor was then granted to the Dukes of Lennox 
& later of Richmond. Charles, the 6th Duke rebuilt the 
central range of the Hall in 1672, but after his death, 
financial and inheritance disputes took many years to 
resolve. Cobham Hall eventually passed in 1713 to the 
Bligh family, later Earls of Darnley, to whom we will 
return…

COBHAMBURY 
Lies south of Cobham Hall on the edge of the dry 
valley running down to Cuxton and the Medway. 
The Cobhambury lands once comprised much of 
the southern part of the parish but much was later 
sold off. Cobba hammes mentioned in the Meopham 
boundary charter of AD939 may have related to this 
manor. By the 1270s Cobhambury was owned by 
Robert de Burnevile who sold it to Henry de Gandavo, 
a courtier and formerly Keeper of the King’s Wardrobe 
(a Royal treasury). Gandavo sold the manor to Walter 
de Merton, Bishop of Rochester in AD1276. After 1539, 
Cobhambury was surrendered to the Crown and 

granted to Sir George Brooke, 9th Baron Cobham, but 
on the attainder of his grandson, it passed to Sir Robert 
Cecil. Later owners were the King, Spencer and Harvey 
families which last sold it to John 4th Earl of Darnley 
in 1793 and the manor became part of the Cobham 
estate. The present Cobhambury farmhouse appears 
to be 16th century with many later additions, but the 
medieval house may be on the same site. One of our 
small excavations found undated stone footings at the 
house.

VYAUNDES 
A small manor in the fields to the south of Cobham 
College. It is mentioned in rentals and in the deeds 
of some abutting lands, but nothing remains above 
ground or on maps. The family of Vyaundes (with 
various spellings) was in London and Cobham from 
before AD1299 and Margery, the last of them, seems to 
have died about AD1370. After that their land appears 
as a small manor and by AD1435 Lord Cobham 
gave it to the College of Cobham as part of their 
endowments. It continued as a manor until by AD1572 
it had become a farm, with a lay owner. By 1803 it had 
become Fiance farm. 

NORTH COURT 
A manor to the north of Cobham Street and judging 
from its rental value was even smaller than Vyaundes. 

It probably stood on the line of Battle Street where the 
lane makes a sudden diversion west. The field enclosed 
by the lane was always known as North Court Field. 
In AD1369, like Vyaundes, this manor was donated to 
Cobham College as part of their endowments.

HENHURST 
The least known of Cobham’s manors and most of it is 
now the Jeskyns Community Woodland, on the north-
west side of the parish. Henhurst had a somewhat 
different history to the rest of the parish, with Saxon 
origins in the early 11th century. Gotcelin its first 
Norman owner became a monk and the manor was 
abandoned. The Norman family of Lanvelei lived at 
Henhurst from AD1169 to AD1217, then the wealthy 
Pakenhams until the 1360s. Later owners were the 
Vaghans until AD1420 and Harpurs until AD1550. The 
manor house does not appear to survive but was 
probably where Jeskyns Court is now. Roof timbers 
in the building may be medieval in date. Test pits in 
the garden also found medieval pottery. Medieval 
Henhurst comprised 206 acres of land but by 1770 
it had grown to 560 acres. The Jeskyns family were 
tenants in the 16th century and may have built the 
current house. Later owners of the manor were the 
Wrights, Giffords, Staples, and Hart-Dykes, ending with 
the Colyer-Fergussons of the 20th century. The land 
was sold separately from the house c1845 and was 
bought by the Forestry Commission in 2005. 

25



The village of Cobham from the air, courtesy of Dean Barkley
26



27

The term medieval refers to the period which begins with the Norman invasion of 
AD1066 and ends during the reign of Henry VIII, five hundred years later. 

Our hunt for the five medieval manors of Cobham raised a further question. How 
old was the village of Cobham? We know that the church dates to the late 11th 
century and the College to the 14th century. We also know that the village was not 
mentioned in the Norman Domesday book. Could we find evidence to date the 
development of the village itself? 

Over the summers of 2017 and 2018 we invited the villagers of Cobham and 
surrounding homeowners to dig test pits in their gardens and work with us to date 
the village. Our earliest piece of pottery from the village was a single Roman sherd! 
During work at no.28 the Street however, we identified 12th century pottery in a 
possible pit. We can now say that medieval activity in the village dates back nearly 
900 years!

What prompted the village to develop? We know that the village was surrounded 
by five medieval manors (see previous pages). These manors may be poorly located 
but we do know approximately where they were. Vyaundes was located south 
west of the Church. North Court sat to the north, beyond the end of Battle Street. 
Henhurst Manor is likely at Jeskyns Court, to the west. Cobhambury manor sits 
somewhere to the south east of the village, perhaps where Cobhambury House is 
now, though the evidence is not conclusive. It might be located further south, in or 
near Cobhambury wood? Cobham Manor sits under Cobham Hall and was partly 
found during excavations in the 2000s. We believe that the village grew up at the 
boundary between these five manors, alongside ‘the Street.’ Further east, this road 
became the hollow way we excavated in Cobham Woods. The Saxon pottery from 
the hollow way suggests an early date for this route, predating the village and the 
Manors. Does our lost Saxon estate sit to the south of ‘the Street?’

As you walk along ‘the Street’ you can imagine a series of Medieval manors 
surrounding the village. In time a Church is built, at first the junior church to Shorne. 

The ‘stone house’ is added to house priests. As the wealth of the de Cobham family 
increased, the College is built and the other Manors are slowly absorbed into larger 
estates, leaving only Cobham Manor standing until it is redeveloped into Cobham 
Hall.

Why not head out and explore the surviving medieval buildings for yourselves? In 
the church you can study the famous Cobham brasses, depicting family members 
from Cobham Manor. As you walk across the landscape, you might be lucky enough 
to spot a sherd of medieval pottery or a fragment of medieval rooftile. Do let us 
know if you do!

If you head east into Cobham Woods, you may notice the remains of medieval 
field systems. They survive as long low banks and along with some of the old oaks 
and hornbeams, provide us with evidence for the medieval landscape that once 
surrounded Cobham Manor. The various LiDAR prints in this booklet will give you a 
good idea of where to look… 

The MEDIEVAL period:  what can 
you see in the Landscape?

Bank and ditch in Cobham Woods
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Artwork courtesy of James Elford

Randall Manor c.1320
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The Tomb of Sir Henry de Cobham 
of Randall, in Shorne Church

RANDALL MANOR, A MEDIEVAL MANOR 
IN SHORNE WOODS COUNTRY PARK

The discussion of manors and the wider medieval 
landscape would be incomplete if we did not mention 
Randall Manor. Home to the de Cobhams of Randall, it 
was the focus of community archaeology excavations in 
Shorne Woods Country Park for ten years. 

The Randall de Cobhams were a branch of the main 
de Cobham family at Cobham Manor. The first known 
occupier of Randall was Sir Henry de Cobham, whose 
tomb can still be visited in Shorne Church (see 
image). Sir Henry inherited buildings that we think 
were associated with a fish farm, created by nuns 
from the French abbey of Fontevrault in 1191. Their 
work included creating a round pond or rondel in the 
woodland above Thong and it continued until 1199, 
with the abbess of Fontevrault afterwards retaining 
ownership of the site. 

It is Sir Henry and his heirs who develop the site, with 
aisled hall, stone cross wing, service wing, detached 
kitchen block and brewhouse (see image). Henry dies in 
AD1316 and his son Stephen inherits the site and in due 
course is made a Baron. Sir Stephen also owns Allington 
castle and it seems likely that he split his time between 
his several properties. It is probably during Stephen’s 
ownership that our amazing Syrian glass drinking vessel 

reaches the site. We also found what may be a huge 
lead pilgrim’s flask under one of the buildings. Stephen 
dies in AD1332. If you visited Randall Manor at this 
time you would have stood in a yard, surrounded by 
buildings on its south, west and north sides.

After Stephen’s death the family continue to hold the 
site into the 1400s, when it is tenanted out. By the 
mid-1500s the buildings lie empty and are then pulled 
down, perhaps as a source of stone for the building 
of Cobham Hall. By the early 1600s, the site is a ruin, 
surrounded by coppice woodland. For the next 350 

years it remained so, until local teacher George Dockrell 
rediscovered the site and dug on the kitchen building 
in the 1960s.. In 2006 the coppice was cleared and the 
Manor platform revealed.

You can visit the site of Randall Manor today! Follow 
the Heritage Trail from the visitor centre at Shorne 
Woods Country Park and head for Randall Wood. When 
you reach the clearing, pause for a moment and try to 
imagine the site without the chestnut coppice. From 
the upper floor of the main manor building you would 
be able to see the Thames in the distance. 

An ancient hollow way links Randall with routes 
heading north to the Shorne Ifield road. The ponds 
running along the northern edge of the site would have 
been teeming with fish. You might hear people hard at 
work in the kitchen and brewery, or someone working 
a small furnace on site. James Elford’s painting  on the 
facing page brings this scene to life.

Randall Manor in c.AD1332,  
by Roger Cockett



This map is drawn up-
side down, with South 
at the top and North at 
the bottom. Compare 
this map to the LiDAR 
image on the back 
page…what features 
can you spot?

Cobham village, looking south

30
Cobham Hall estate in 1641, by Thomas Norton. Map reproduced courtesy of Medway Archives Centre.
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The POST MEDIEVAL landscape to the  
present day

Our investigations of earlier periods have often focused on the results of 
fieldwalking, LiDAR investigation and test pits to answer key questions. From the 
post medieval period onwards, the evidence for landscape change is visible all 
around us. There are numerous buildings to examine, archives to explore and maps 
and plans to study. Many of these maps are held by Medway Archives Centre in 
Strood, home to the Darnley archive and the Kent History and Library Centre in 
Maidstone. Key amongst these is the Norton map drawn in 1641 (see opposite 
page). This records in detail the surviving medieval fields radiating out from 
Cobham Hall. It shows us the Mausoleum hill, before the Mausoleum, but with an 
earlier building in place. We can see Peggy Taylor’s Hill (see map p5), again with a 
lost building sitting on or near it. Norton’s map was drawn as the Lennox family of 
Cobham Hall were planning a huge expansion of their deer park. The idea was to 
enclose an area from the A2 to Lower Bush, tripling the size of the Park. The Civil 
War intervened and the estate fell on hard times, before being bought by the Bligh 
family in the early 1700s.

The Blighs, later Earls of Darnley, had a profound impact on the landscape. James 
Wyatt from the 1760s and Humphrey Repton from the 1790s were employed by the 
3rd and 4th Earls to make wide-ranging improvements to the house, gardens and 
wider park. The fortunes of the village were intertwined with the Hall. In our test 
pits across the village we see an increase in the wealth of villagers through the post 
medieval period. The east end of the village develops as a small industrial quarter. 
The Darnleys also built a new water reservoir for Cobham and refurbish the water 
supply to the Hall. Owletts is built by the Hayes family at the western end of the 
village.

The Cobham estate reached its apogee in the later 19th century under John 
6th Earl Darnley, after whose time a combination of low agricultural profits, two 
world wars and the advent of inheritance tax led to inevitable decline, until the 
10th Earl eventually sold the house and lands in 1957. In the landscape, we can 
trace attempts by the Darnleys to raise money from the estate and see the effects 

of industrial development. To the east of the Hall, Rochester and Cobham Golf 
Course continues to thrive; drive down the A2 and you pass the Inn on the Lake, 
originally an art deco building! In the woods across the parish, you will encounter 
chestnut coppice, rather than ancient woodland and dotted across the landscape 
are numerous clay, gravel and chalk quarries. The clay pit in Shorne Woods is 
the largest example of this (see p.6). Lignite, a poor man’s coal was once even 
mined next to the A2. The A2 itself has gone from a humble cart track to an eight-
lane super-highway in under one hundred years. To the south of the village, the 
Victorians drove a railway across the landscape, whilst the Highspeed One line 
shadows the A2/M2.

Many of these sites can still be explored. Cobham Hall has open days through the 
year and Owletts is open at weekends across the summer, as is the Mausoleum. 
Using the maps and lidar images in this booklet, YOU can set out and explore this 
more recent landscape.

Cobham Hall, photo courtesy of Dean Barkley
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INTERESTING DISCOVERIES IN 
THE POST MEDIEVAL LANDSCAPE

QUESTION: In the days before 
domestic rubbish collection, what did 
you do with it?

ANSWER: Dig a large hole in the 
garden and bury it! (commonly known 
as a midden)

We dug a one metre square test pit in the back 
garden of no.49 the Street. We only got down 
to a depth of 20cm before the artefacts began 
to appear.  Over the next few days we carefully 
uncovered saucepans, a kettle, crockery, dozens of 
bottles, boots, a shaving razor, tins, pipes (tobacco) 
and a myriad of other domestic items. We only 
excavated down to a depth of about one metre, 
but we had still not reached the bottom!

The material suggested they were deposited 
during the inter war years.  Was part of the cottage 
cleared out after someone moved away or 
maybe died? Possibly Parish records might shed 
some light on this? Something to research in the 
future? Whatever the reason for the deposit this 
inadvertent time capsule has given us a glimpse of 
domestic life some 80 – 90 years ago. 

John, Cobham Landscape Detective

THE VILLAGE MIDDEN? 

When the current 
owners of Meadow 
Cottages moved in 
and started to work 
on the garden at the 
rear of the house, they 
discovered a midden 
containing a large 
quantity of bottles, 
pottery sherds and 
clay pipes. Included 
among the clay pipes 
were some splendid examples of pipes with decorative bowls. With 
the kind agreement of the cottage owners, a small test pit was dug in 
the corner of their vegetable plot. 

It yielded a good sample of household items found in a 19th to 
early 20th century dwelling. These included shoes (male, female 
and childrens) toys, bottles (some of which had contained patent 
medicines), tin cans, roof tile and masses of broken pottery. It is 
believed that the midden extends well beyond the property’s 
boundary onto land that has never been built on. As the land is 
located at the edge of the village, it is possible that this site was used 
as the village rubbish dump.

Don, Cobham Landscape Detective

Pauline at no.49!



WORK AT ROSE COTTAGE

Rose Cottage and the Forge are situated in what we 
have called the ‘industrial quarter’ of the village. With 
the kind permission of the owner we spent some time 
looking at the foundations of various lost buildings 
in the gardens. One brick-built structure contained 
a possible saw pit. As with other test pits across the 
village we recovered a wealth of finds, including nails, 
bolts and ironwork, these are presumably associated 
with the Forge next door. We dug one test pit on the 
boundary with the forge next door and it was full of 
clinker! We also believe that Rose Cottage was home to 
the old Fire station for the village!

Ian, Cobham Landscape Detective

NO.10 THE STREET

Looking at the tithe map, which dates to the 1840s, we 
identified a large building at the east end of the village, 
known locally as the Great House. A plaque from the 
Great House (no longer standing) is stuck to the front 

of the Mill farmhouse (no.10). It was acquired by the 
Darnley family and demolished in the later 1800s. At 
the back of No 10 we identified part of the formal drive 
to the House, but where the building should be, there 
was only a huge backfilled hole!

DARNLEY ARMS

We were very lucky to be allowed to dig in the pub 
garden of the Darnley Arms. A perfect spot for a 
dig! We uncovered the remains of a post medieval 
agricultural building, perhaps used to store equipment 
to work the land north of the village? The floor of the 
building was rammed chalk and in the layers from and 
under the floor we had a range of interesting finds, 
including a tether stone and a medieval floor tile!

PEGGY TAYLORS HILL 

We investigated a curious low hill on the golf course, 
known locally as Peggy Taylors Hill. On the Norton map 
of 1641 there seemed to be a building on or near the 
hill, now lost. After much head-scratching we decided 
that at some point in the later twentieth century, what 
was left of the building and its contents were backfilled 
into a large hole on the hill. The age of these finds 
suggests that the Norton building is late Tudor in date, 
perhaps associated with the deer park?
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We investigated numerous other gardens across the 
village and are incredibly grateful to all villagers for 
their help and access to each property. We will keep 
sharing our discoveries through  
www.shornewoodsarchaeology.co.uk as we study 
the many finds further…

Drive and drain at no.10
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LOST AND FOUND, the Reservoir 
in Cobham Village 
In the summer of 2017, we dug a small test 
pit in the meadow in front of Meadow House. 
Choosing a site near ‘the Street’ we picked a 
slightly raised area of flat ground (see aerial 
photo). Just under the turf we came straight 
down on to the vaulted brickwork of the 
Victorian reservoir for the village (see dig 
photo). Walking back to ‘the Street,’ we re-
read the plaque behind the village pump. 
Further research by landscape detective Don 
Blackburn then filled in the picture. 

The reservoir we had re-discovered was a 
rebuild of an earlier waterworks on the site, 
which in turn had replaced a waterworks 
in the grounds of the Leather Bottle pub. 
Research revealed that ‘in July 1783 Bonham 
Hayes (then living at Meadow House) gave 
the land, water cistern and enclosed ponds 
in trust to the Rev. James Jones, officiating 
Minister in the Parish of Cobham.’ Our reservoir 
dates to 1848 and was funded by the 6th Earl 
of Darnley. It had a capacity of 317,000 litres, 
supplying water to the village for over fifty 
years, more than 2,000 litres of water being 
pumped daily by the late 1800s. With the 
coming of mains water in the early 1900s the 
site was sold back to Lord Darnley. After this, 
the structure faded from the village memory, 
that is until our trowels uncovered it once 
more!

Aerial photo of reservoir dig, courtesy of Dean Barkley Vaulted chamber, as excavated in 2017

Interior of the reservoir, courtesy of the Kent Underground  
Research Group

Village pump in 2017, 
with plaque behind. 
Photo courtesy of Don 
Blackburn
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LOST AND UNCOVERED,  the Anti-Aircraft 
battery on Lodge Lane  
The work of the Cobham Landscape Detectives has continued beyond the 
funded life of the project. Over the Autumn and Winter of 2019/2020, the 
volunteers have been hard at work investigating the World War Two Anti-
Aircraft battery near Lodge Lane. This has been a joint project with the Kent 
Archaeological Society and Gravesend archaeologist and defence specialist 
Victor Smith. The Cobham site was a Heavy Anti-Aircraft battery, built to a 
1938 pattern and manned from August 1939 until at least December 1943. 
It saw action through the war, firing 90 rounds during one raid. The site 
consisted of four batteries, command post and magazine. The crews were 
accommodated in huts to the east, that formed part of the wider post war 
accommodation for local families through to the 1950s. Work on the site 
continues…

1946 aerial photo of the battery, Kent County Council collection

Volunteers hard at work clearing one of the batteries

One of the cleared batteries, showing the 4.5inch gun mounting



The Park Cottage during World War Two (looking east)
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1
Ernie and Betty carrying water to the cottage, 
although there was a water pipe, the supply to the 
hilltop was erratic

2 Chestnut trees

3
Park Cottage or the Mausoleum House, built in 
the late 1780s, designed by George Dance. A later 
Victorian building can be seen on the left

4
Cobham Mausoleum, built in the early 1780s, 
designed by James Wyatt. Never used as a 
mausoleum

5 A reminder of the wartime landscape, barrage 
balloons flying in the background

Artwork courtesy of Heron Recreations

1

2

3

4

5
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In the summer of 2016, one of the first Cobham Landscape 
Detectives projects involved excavating the foundations of this 
lost Georgian building. Although it had been comprehensively 
demolished in the later twentieth century, we were able to 
identify the footings of both the Cottage and the Victorian 
building. Parts of the cellar survived relatively intact, along with 
the coal shute. Our star find came on the first day on site, part 
of a Victorian cricket memorabilia mug. It may have been made 
on the instructions of Ivo Bligh to celebrate his Ashes triumph in 
1883. Perhaps every estate building was given a mug?

The Mausoleum is usually open on the first Sunday of the 
month from April to September. If you walk along the main 
path from the Mausoleum towards Ranscombe, you can see 
the remains of the Cottage on your right… First Ashes memorabilia, 

depicting a Kangaroo 
with a cricket bat.  
Photo courtesy of  
Ruiha Smalley

You can read about Betty’s memories of living in  
Cobham Village on our website, go to  
www.shornewoodsarchaeology.co.uk and click on the  
oral history tab and go to Blue’s Yarns!
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The Cobham Landscape in 1944 (view looking north)
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1 Cobham Anti-Aircraft (AA) Battery

2 Cobham AA Camp

3 Lodge Lane

4

A V1 flying bomb, we are not sure 
whether Cobham’s AA battery 
engaged V1’s, but other batteries 
in the area certainly did. A V1 also 
hit nearby on Woodlands Lane. The 
explosion killed members of the 
pioneer corps.

5 Cobham Hall, note the Lime Avenue 
leading towards Cobham village

6 Ashenbank Woods, featuring 
dispersed site accommodation for 
RAF Gravesend

7 RAF Gravesend, this important 
airfield and later barrage balloon 
base sat astride Thong Lane. 
Although now largely built on, 
there is an active Airfield group on 
facebook who are researching the 
history of this military airfield and 
civilian airport.

8 Cobham clay pit (in Shorne Woods 
Country Park)

Artwork courtesy of Heron Recreations
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A MILITARY 
Landscape…

RAF Gravesend in 1946,  
Kent County Council collection

The road running from top to bottom is Thong 
Lane. Shorne Woods Country Park is just visible 
in the lower right corner. Most of the airfield now 
sits under the Riverview estate. Pre-war Gravesend 
airport was known as London East!
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Dispersed site plan for RAF Gravesend, courtesy of Victor Smith, Philip Connolly and  
Ray Munday.

Hut 64, home to Reg Rootes postwar. Photo courtesy of the Rootes family

This plan shows all five of RAF Gravesend’s dispersed accommodation sites. Acting 
as living quarters for those serving at the Airfield during the war, they were the 
focus of a post war squatting movement, with families living at the camps until the 
1950s. Latterly the camps were organised by the local council. If you go walking in 
either Shorne Woods Country Park, or Ashenbank you will see the foundations of the 
various buildings.

HUT 64

HUT 5

Vince Dale and friends, near his home in Hut 5.  
Photo courtesy of Vince Dale.

Reg and Vince’s memories of the camps and surrounding area can be read on 
our website www.shornewoodsarchaeology.co.uk click on the oral history tab



Cobham Tree Detectives!

As part of the project, the landscape 
detectives explored Cobham and 
Ashenbank Woods, looking for key 
veteran and ancient trees and collecting 
additional data for the Ancient Tree 
Inventory. By measuring the trees we 
were able to date some of the surviving 
field banks in the woods. If a tree is 600 
years old, the bank it sits on must be 
at least 600 years old as well! There are 
so many amazing trees in the Cobham 
landscape. Why not get outdoors this 
weekend and explore the woods for 
yourselves. Say hello to some of our 
favourite trees! If you visit Cobham 
Woods, you can also follow the new 
National Trust tree trail. Pick up a leaflet 
from the Lodge Barn, or when you visit 
the Mausoleum on its open days.

One of the oldest oaks in Cobham Woods, 
at least 500 hundred years old and Andrew’s 

favourite tree!

Cobham Landscape Detectives examining a huge  
ancient hornbeam

Cobham Landscape Detectives measuring a tree in  
Cobham Woods
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Marking a tree we recorded in Ashenbank Woods

North Downs Young Archaeologists tree recording

A massive Chestnut coppice bundle in Ashenbank Woods
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LiDAR image of the Cobham landscape, what features can you see?
Image copyright Forest Research, based on Cambridge University Technical 
Services and Valley of Visions Survey data
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